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U.S, AND SOVIET MILITARY SPENDING 
ANNCR: 

SOME DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN CRITICS OF THE AMERICAN DEFENSE 
BUDGET HAVE LOOKED AT THE RECORD FIGURES OF MORE THAN ONE 
HUNDRED THOUSAND MILLION DOLLARS AND CONCLUDED THAT IT 
IS EXCESSIVE AND UNNECESSARY. AND THEY HAVE ASKED WHETHER 
SUCH OUTLAYS, IF PASSED BY CONGRESS, DQ NOT CONTRIBUTE TO 
THE ARMS RACE. VOA NEWS ANALYST JOHN ALBERT POINTS OUT THAT 
THE U.S, DEFENSE BUDGET CANNOT BE OBSERVED IN ISOLATION, BUT 
MUST BE SEEN IN RELATION TO THE SOVIET EFFORT: 

VOICE: 

IF WE ACCEPT THE FACT THAT AN EQUILIBRIUM OF STRENGTH 
AND WITH IT EFFECTIVE DETERRENCE IS THE BEST GUARANTEE 
AGAINST CONFLICT BETWEEN THE TiO SUPERPOWERS, THEN IT FOLLOWS 
THAT THE AMERICAN DEFENSE EFFORT -- AS WELL AS AMERICAN 
ENDEAVORS TO REDUCE MUTUAL ARMAMENTS ~- MUST BE JUDGED IN 
RELATION TO SOVIET EFFORTS IN THE SAME FIELD. 

AND HERE THE RECORD SHOWS THAT OVER THE LAST TEN YEARS 
THE SOVIET UNION HAS INCREASED ITS MANPOWER UNDER ARMS 
SIGNIFICANTLY WHILE THE UNITED STATES HAS REDUCED ITS 
STANDING FORCES FAR BELOW THEIR STRENGTH BEFORE THE VIETNAM 
WAR, THE SOVIET UNION ALSO HAS ALSO OUTDISTANCED THE 
UNITED STATES IN ITS OUTLAYS FOR ALL MAJOR WEAPONS SYSTEMS AND 
IN THE NUMBER OF BOTH CONVENTIONAL AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS. ONLY 
THE FACT THAT AMERICA HOLDS A QUALITATIVE ADVANTAGE IN 


SEVERAL WEAPONS SYSTEMS IN BOTH THE NUCLEAR AND CONVENTIONAL 
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FIELD HAS THUS FAR PREVENTED THE BALANCE FROM BEING SHIFTED 
IN FAVOR OF THE SOVIET UNION, 

THESE FACTS HAVE BEEN BROUGHT OUT BY AMERICAN POLICYMAKERS 
AS WELL AS ALLIEO SPOKESMEN. THE NATO MINISTERIAL MEETING 
OF LAST DECEMBER ONCE AGAIN NOTED THAT THE SOVIET UNION AND 
THE WARSAW PACT MAINTAIN FORCES FAR BEYOND THE REQUIREMENTS OF 
DEFENSE. A LONDON INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDIES REPORT 
INDICATES THAT IN COMPARATIVE DOLLAR TERMS THE SOVIET UNION 
HAS OUTSPENT THE UNITED STATES IN ALL OF THE LAST FOUR YEARS. 
A STUDY BY THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS COMES TO THE CONCLUSION 
THE AT THE QUANTITATIVE BALANCE "CONTINUES TO SHIFT TOWARD 
THE SOVIET UNION," WHILE U.S. QUALITATIVE SUPERIORITY "IS 
SLOWLY SLIPPING AWAY." 

FORMER DEFENSE SECRETARY JAMES SCHLESINGER WARNS IN HIS 
RECENT ARTICLE IN "FORTUNE™ MAGAZINE THAT THE SHARE OF PUBLIC 
SPENDING AMERICA DEVOTES TO DEFENSE "IS AT THE LOWEST POINT 
SINCE TWO YEARS BEFORE PEARL HARBOR." HE FURTHER NOTES THAT 
SINCE 1968 U.S. MILITARY MANPOWER HAS DECLINED BY ONE AND 
ONE HALF MILLION MEN, WHILE SINCE 1960, SOVIET MILITARY 
MANPOWER HAS GROWN FROM APPROXIMATELY THREE MILLION MEN TO 
FOUR POINT FOUR MILLION MEN -~ MORE THAN TWICE THE SIZE 
OF THE U.S. MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT. 

THIS LEST COULD BE CONTINUED. IT CERTAINLY SHOWS THAT 
DEFENSE SECRETARY RUMSFELD, IN SUBMITTING HIS NEW DEFENSE 
BUDGET, HAD SOLID ARGUMENTS FOR STATING THAT IN ORDER TO 
MAINTAIN THE MILITARY BALANCE -- TO WHICH PRESIDENT FORD 
1S COMMITTED AND WHICH SECRETARY KISSINGER REGARDS AS 
ESSENTIAL FOR ACHIEVING AGREEMENTS LIMITING STRATEGIC WEAPONS -- 
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THE UNITED STATES MUST INCREASE ITS DEFENSE SPENDING BEYOND 
THE COST OF INFLATION, 

THERE WILL BE A LIVELY DEFENSE DEBATE IN THE UNITED 
STATES THIS YEAR, WITH-IN AND OUTSIDE CONGRESS. AND THIS 
DEBATE IS CERTAIN TO BE INFLUENCED BY THE CONTINUING SOVIET 
ARMAMENT EFFORT AND EXPANSIONARY POLICIES SUCH AS THE 
ONE IN ANGOLA. ALREADY, MORE AND MORE VOICES ARE BEING 
HEARD IN THE UNITED STATES CALLING FOR A DEFENSE EFFORT THAT 
BASICALLY MATCHES THE ONE OF THE SOVIETS, AT LEAST TO THE 
DEGREE THAT IT ASSURES THE UNITED STATES WILL NEVER FALL 
TO SECOND PLACE IN MILITARY STRENGTH. 

IT IS NOT A QUESTION OF WHAT THE SITUATION IS TODAY. 
AT PRESENT AMERICAN MILITARY STRENGTH GUARANTEES THAT THE 
UNITED STATES CAN FULLY PLAY ITS WORLD ROLE AND KEEP ITS 
COMMITMENTS TO ITS ALLIES, BUT SOVIET POLICIES AND SOVIET 
ACTIONS REQUIRE WASHINGTON TO ACT TO SAFEGUARD THE AMERICAN 
POSITION IN THE FUTURE. 
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